John Russell (1745 - 1806)
Portrait of Lady Henrietta Elizabeth Cavendish, younger daughter of William, fifth Duke of
Devonshire, aged five, later Harriet Leveson-Gower, Countess Granville (1785-1862)
pastel on paper, laid down on canvas
signed and dated 'Russell R A pt./ 1790' (lower left)
23 x 17 in. (58.5 x 43.2 cm.)
with original frame

Provenance:
In the collection of the sitter;
by descent to her son, the Hon. Frederick Leveson-Gower (1819-1907);
with Grafton Gallery, London W1;
Charles Wertheimer (1842-1911);

Alfred Sussmann, his sale, Paris, Georges Petit, Lair-Dubreuil, 18th-19th May 1922, lot 51;
Arthur Forbes, 9th Earl of Granard (1915-1992), and by descent.

Exhibited:
London, Royal Academy, 1790, no. 118, Portrait of a young lady of quality;
Paris, Galerie Georges Petit, 1908, Exposition de cent Pastels du XVIII siècle, no. 115;

Literature:
Neil Jeffares, Dictionary of Pastellists before 1800 (Unicorn Press 2006), p.449, illus.

Russell was industrious, and even today his portraits are not rare. However very few are as wellpreserved as this one, which has suffered neither from losses (where the pastel falls away from the
paper) or the unsightly discolouration of pigments. As the fragile nature of pastel does not lend itself in
any way to restoration, they are by their nature very much as one finds them. Every detail here remains
crisp, Russell’s lively draughtsmanship is seen throughout the composition and the remarkable state of
preservation permits us to enjoy this portrait as it would have looked upon completion.
Alongside our pastel at the Royal Academy exhibition in 1790 would have hung the artist’s likeness of
Lady Georgina, Henrietta’s sister, also entitled Portrait of a young lady of quality. Their mother was the
famous socialite and political hostess, Lady Georgiana Spencer. Henrietta would later marry Granville
Leveson-Gower, 1st Earl Granville, and became a noted figure in Parisian society during her husband’s
service as ambassador to France between 1824 and 1841. His portrait by Thomas Lawrence hangs in
the Yale Center for British Art (B1981-25736).

